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A special quote that means a lot to CETPA

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head.
If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart.”

- Nelson Mandela 
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Projections by the U.S. Census Bureau indicate that by 
2025 nearly 3-in-10 children in this country will be of Latino 
ancestry.

21.9% of Hispanics are living in poverty.

22% of all children in the U.S. are Hispanic.  In 1980, the 
number was 9%.

16% of all Hispanic children (16 Million) are “second-
generation” Hispanics.  11% are “first-generation” and 37% 
are “third-generation or higher.”

43% of “first-generation” Latino children, 21% of those in 
“second-gereation, and 5% in the “third generation or 
higher” are NOT fluent in English.
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32.7% of Hispanics do not have Medical Insurance.

8.3% of Hispanics aged 12 or older were in need of alcohol 
use treatment in the past year.

Among these 2.6 million Hispanics, only 7.7% received 
alcohol treatment in a specialty facility.

3.4% of Hispanics were in need of illicit drug use treatment.
Among these 1.1 million Hispanics, only 15.1% received 
illicit drug treatment in a specialty facility.

32% of Hispanics report poor mental health.

2.8% of adult Hispanics have had thoughts of suicide.
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Between 2000 and 2006:

Hispanics accounted for one-half 
of the nation’s growth 

Hispanic growth rate (24.3%) 
was more than three times the 
growth rate of the total 
population (6.1%)

Type of origin Number %

Total 44,252,278 100.0

Mexican 28,339,354 64.0 

Puerto Rican 3,987,947 9.0

Cuban 1,520,276 3.4

Dominican 1,217,225 2.8

Central American 3,372,090 7.6

South American 2,421,297 5.5

Other Hispanic 3,394,089 7.7
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“CETPA is the first, and still only, Latino agency to earn a 
Drug Abuse Treatment License by the State of Georgia and 
national accreditation by the Commission on Accreditation 

of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF) to provide integrated 
outpatient behavioral health treatment and prevention 

services in Georgia in English and/or Spanish.”

10 years later and with the help of many people, agencies, 
and organizations, we are still here.
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Since 1999, CETPA has touched the lives of countless Latino,
and their families, specifically:

1. We have assessed 3,123 adults and have admitted 2,063 of them into services.

2. We have assessed 830 children and adolescents and have admitted 740 of them into 
services.

3. Over the last ten years we have admitted a total of 2,803 people into our treatment 
program.

We currently have 274 active adults and 167 children and adolescents
in different levels of service.

“We are extremely grateful for all of you
who have made this possible.”
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2009: Hispanic Health Coalition of Georgia – Salud Hispana Award    
2008: Perpetual Trophy Recipient - Overall Winner and Prevention Ambassador – Red 
Ribbon Week   
2008: NAACP – Health Services Award
2008: Catalyst for Care – Outstanding Leadership Award
2008: Georgia School of Addiction Studies – Excellence in Treatment Award
2008: Substance Abuse Prevention Non School Award Winner - Best non school 
prevention program
2007: Mental  Health America “Heroes in the Fight” – Allied Health Professional
2007: NAMI – Exemplary Faculty of the Year – Georgia Crisis Intervention Team
2007: American Lung Association – Health Care Provider of the Year (runner-up)
2007: Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce – Businessman of the Year
2004: SAMHSA - Hispanic/Latino Initiative "Muchas Gracias" Award
2004: Georgia Alliance for Tobacco Prevention - Outstanding Support for Smoke Free 
Air
2003: United Way and Third Circle - Leadership and Service to the Community Award
2003: SAMHSA – Award for Excellence – Latino Youth Substance Abuse Prevention 
Program
2002: Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce - Special Recognition Non Profit Award
2000: Grupo Latinos 2000 - Recovery Award
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CETPA PREVENTION PROGRAM—Participation to date:
“Niño Sano, Hombre Fuerte” - 490 boys have participated.
“Soy Unica, Soy Latina” - 1,050 girls have participated.
“Summer Camp Program” - 805 kids have participated.
“Red Ribbon Week” - over 100,000 kids have participated.

“An ounce of prevention, is worth a pound of cure”

Our prevention program is the current Prevention Ambassador for 
the State Georgia having won that honor at this year’s Red Ribbon 
Award ceremonies.  Our prevention team also won for best 
nonprofit agency prevention program.  We have also been multiple 
recipients of the Governor’s Red Ribbon Award.
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Our treatment services include, 
but are not limited to, 

diagnostic assessments, 
nursing assessment, clinical or 

psychological testing, crisis 
intervention, individual, group, 
and/or family therapy, group 
training, community support, 

and aftercare.
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“Because if you can dream it, 
you can achieve it.”

In 2009 CETPA was chosen as 
one of the programs to open 
a Children and Adolescent 

Clubhouse.
Ours would be a culturally 

specific clubhouse to 
address the unmet needs of 

Latino youth who were 
trying to recover from 
substance abuse or 

addiction.  
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Computer Hardware and Software Upgrades.

Latino Focused Residential Programs.

In prevention we plan to submit our curriculum to the National 
Registry of Evidence Based Program and Practices in hopes to 
offer our program to other communities in our State.

We have also been approached by providers in Mexico who are 
familiar with our treatment philosophy who want to explore 
expanding our services into that country.

Services for the Developmentally Disabled in the Latino 
community
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Our Board Members

Doug Brush—Chair
Jim Seckman—Secretary/Treasurer
Guillermo Zúñiga—Board Member

Pierluigi Mancini, Ph.D.—Executive Director
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CETPA STAFF—Administration
Pierluigi Mancini Ph.D. NCACII, Elhy Solis, Norma Zúñiga, Jennifer Parker
Robin Mancini, Karelis Ferrer, Heather Ramirez

CETPA STAFF—Treatment
José Artadi M.D., Rick Rodriguez LCSW, Marcela Espinosa R.N., 
Mariellie Lugo MHS MAC CACII, Sylvia Torres MS LAPC, 
Gloria Juliao MA LAPC, Carmen Benitez MA LAPC, 
Teresa Morales-Muñoz MA LAPC, Laura Machado MA, Mariana Aguirre, 
Stella Seckman

CETPA STAFF-Prevention
Michelle Zelaya, Michelle Baroni, Alejandro Calderon, Lilia Risner, 
Sergio Lozano

CETPA STAFF—The Clubhouse
Henry Higuita. Marieli Lopez, Bobby Hokett M.Ed., Angelica Rivas BS, 
Renzo Gobea BS, Rosario Gobea BSW, Diana Monroy
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